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Giving in America remains 
healthy, but is in real pain.   
Dr. Patrick Rooney, PhD., Ex-


ecutive Director of the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana 
University discussed “Giving USA 2009” and “Giving in 
Kansas City” on July 9, 2009, at the Ewing Marion 
Kauffman Foundation Conference Center in Kansas City.  
This annual survey included a sufficient size sample of the 
Kansas City area to provide data on giving in Kansas City.  
In summarizing giving in Kansas City he characterized the 
area as relatively generous.  More people in Kansas City, 
72.4% give, compared to 70.2% nationwide, and average 
$3,375 per household in Kansas City compared to $2,247 
nationally.  There was no discussion of what these data 
imply for the rest of the state.   
 
However, 2008 was not a good year for philanthropy.  
Giving has averaged 2.2% of GDP since 1998, moving 
from a low of 1.7% in the 1980s to 2.4% in 2005, and held 
at 2.2% in 2008.  During years without a recession, giving 
has increased an average of 4.3%, but decreased by 5.7% 
between 2007 and 2008, a swing of 10% from year to year.  
This is worst year on record when adjusting for inflation.  
A 100 point change in S&P 500 index in one year is asso-
ciated with about 0.5% change in total household giving 
(year-end to year-end).  Given the decrease in the stock 
market in 2009, we cannot expect much rebound in 2009, 
or maybe 2010.  Maybe the worst news is that 2008’s larg-
est decline, -15.9%, was in the human services subsector.   
 
Dr. Rooney’s slides can be found at 
http://www.gkccf.org/uploadedFiles/Resources/Publication
s/Giving%20USA%202009%20Presentation.pdf 
 
The final report on giving in Kansas City can be found at 
http://www.gkccf.org/uploadedFiles/Resources/Publication
s/FINAL%20REPORT%2007%2007%2009%20rtb.pdf  
 
Two important take-aways: 
• Dr. Rooney presented several slides illustrating the 


difference between average and median.  One example 
is the grant amounts of Kansas City Corporate Foun-
dations in 2006.  The average (total of all dollars di-
vided by the number of grants) grant was $9,284, but 
the median (half of the grants given were larger and 


half were smaller) grant was $500.  A few very large 
grants inflated the average to not be predictive of the 
size of grant that can be expected.   


• People with a college degree, give twice as much as 
those without a degree, even after controlling for other 
factors such as age and income.  This implies we 
should target college graduates as potential donors.  
Anyone want to write an article for your alumni new-
sletters?  How else do we gain access to groups of col-
lege educated potential donors?   


This doesn’t mean philanthropic dollars aren’t available or 
that we shouldn’t be engaged in fund raising.  It only 
means the competition is stiffer.  Several foundations have 
announced that they are either not accepting any new ap-
plications so they can focus their funding to honor current 
commitments or have shifted their focus to the most basic 
of needs like food, clothing, and housing.  We need to re-
member the basics; fund raising isn’t just about a quick 
buck, but a relationship with the donors.   
__________ 
 


OCCK, Inc. became the lead 
agency for Infant Toddler in 
Dickinson County July 1, 2009.  
Kathy Reed, Director of Infant 
Toddler Services, says that 
OCCK is a mission based, not-
for-profit  organization that has 


been providing services to people with developmental dis-
abilities since 1970 in Saline, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Mit-
chell, Jewell, Lincoln, Cloud, Ottawa and Republic coun-
ties.  OCCK’s services include: 


 Licensed Community Service Provider 
 Targeted Case Management 
 Solution Outreach Center – a regional assistive tech-


nology Center 
 Independent Connection – a Center for Independent 


Living 
 Infant Toddler Services 
 North Central Kansas Workforce Solutions 
 City Go – Transportation  
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One of our biggest advantages in building the network in 
Dickinson County is our ten years experience as the lead 
agency for the Cloud/Republic network.  Additionally, we 
have provided services in Dickinson County since the ear-
ly 1970’s and have a history of being responsive to input 
from the citizens of Dickinson County.  In Dickinson 
County we have strived to ensure services are community 
based.  We have found that community based services are 
effective in ensuring children are served and extremely 
cost effective.  The Dickinson county network will have 
one staff person who will provide family service coordina-
tion.  All other services will be provided through contracts 
with area providers. 
 
Jean Gobber has been 
hired as the Family Ser-
vices Coordinator.  Jean 
has lived in Dickinson 
County all her life.  Jean 
graduated from Kansas State 
University with a dual de-
gree in Social Work and 
Family and Child Development.  Jean’s work experience 
includes public health, child welfare and family services 
and family preservation.   
 
Kathy states, “The collaboration among agencies provid-
ing services in Dickinson County has been amazing.  This 
networking has made our job of building a network much 
easier.”  
_________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 


Have you marked your calendar 
for October 19 and 20, 2009, to 
attend our Retreat at Rolling 
Hills Wildlife Adventure in Sa-
lina?     
 
Please see our flyer at http://tiny-
k.org/pdf/SAVE%20THE%20DA
TE%20FLYER.pdf 
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Sharon’s continued highlights from 
the SRS Child Care and Early 
Education Advisory Committee 


meeting July 23, 2009, at the SRS Learning Center in 
peka.  (See Newsletter dated July 29, 2009.) 
 
Rebecca Clotfelter of the Child Care Providers' Coalition 
of Kansas (CCPCK) gave an update.  Recognition was re-
cently awarded to the following:  Janet Newton of Tope-
ka, winner of the Hunter Advocacy Award; Lynette 
Weinman of Overland Park, winner of the Provider of the 
Year Award;  and Capital Area Providers, winner of the 
Affiliate of the Year Award.  Hearts “dangles” were 
awarded to twenty providers for accomplishments in the 
categories of Professionalism, Education, and Service.  For 
more information contact Rebecca at CCPCK P.O. Box 
121, Emporia, KS  66801. 
 
Rae Anderson of National Child Care Information Center 
used a checkerboard learning tool to present twenty five 
facts about Early Childhood Resources.  These included 
reference to over 20 website addresses/information sources 
beginning with http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov.   Contact Sharon 
Hixson if you would like a complete list of her list of in-
formation resources.   
 
Rebecca Gillam of the Kansas Early Childhood Compre-
hensive Systems Plan demonstrated the Economic Indica-
tors Database developed recently to assist with document-
ing need for grant applications.  [A good summary of this 
excellent resource comes from the KECCS Update for 
June 2009--keccs@ku.edu].   
  


"The University of Kansas, Institute for Educational Re-
search and Public Service, announces the creation of an 
economic indicators database.  This database, available 
on KECCS website, www.keccs.org, is designed to assist 
local and state entities as they pursue grant funding.  The 
database, created in Excel format, contains a collection 
of economic indicators broken down by county in the 
state of Kansas.  Nineteen indicators, including public 
assistance, employment, poverty, sales tax, and foreclo-
sure data, are compiled with source documentation to 
make access to the data easier for programs across the 
State."   


Rebecca advises users to maximize the screen for ease of 
viewing. 
 
Andy Hutchinson, Head Start, and Joe Kotsch, KDHE, 
told about the 2009 Summit held April 2 and 3.  More de-
tails about the Fatherhood Summit are available at their 
website.   www.KSFatherhood.org 
 
Susan Craig reported on the Kansas Farmers Market EBT 
Project, a collaboration between the KS Department of So-
cial and Rehabilitation Services, K-State Research and Ex-
tension, and the Kansas Rural Center.  The goal is to ex-
pand access to fresh and local food in Kansas' farmers 
markets, primarily for low-income households receiving 
food assistance on Vision EBT cards.  For more informa-
tion:  www.ksfarmersmarkets.org; www.srskansas. org; 
your local SRS office or you can call 1-888-369-4777.  
 
Sally Hargis spoke about difficulties in the usage of the 
Child Care Subsidy.  Parents using the Child Care Subsidy 
System are experiencing confusion related to different 
child care needs in the summer.  This results in some par-
ents being unable to pay the family share which can put 
them at risk for losing child care and/or their Child Care 
Subsidy.  Is this happening with families in your geograph-
ic area? 
 
Jane Weiler of the Children's Cabinet and Trust Fund 
noted that a small victory was achieved when the Child-
ren's Initiative Fund (CIF) remained intact during the leg-
islative session.  The twenty-four projects funded through 
the CIF are level funded.  The Children's Cabinet will be 
meeting in September, October, and November.  These 
meetings are open.  The evaluations of CIF programs are 
being completed.   
 
o Smart Start has 17 programs.  Seven were funded in 


the first round and ten more have been added.  The 
first seven are now in their tenth year. 


o There are 14 Block Grant programs. 
 
Jane has been making site visits.  More information is 
available at www.KSchildrenscabinet.org. 
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Carrie Hastings of the Head Start Collaboration office 
has been working with Part C administrators and will be a 
part of the presentation team at Part C meetings in August. 
 
Gary Brunk, Kansas Action for Children, brought hand-
outs about the Campaign for a Commercial-Free Child-
hood and showed part of a persuasive video:  Consuming 
Kids.  The Commercial Free advocates are concerned 
about the increasing commercialization of childhood and 
have accomplished some successes in the adoption of gov-
ernment policies limiting marketers' access to children and 
holding corporations accountable for their egregious ad-
vertising practices.  See their website http://commercial 
freechildhood.org.  
 
A new book by consumer expert Juliet Schor explores the 
damaging effects advertising and marketing have on child-
ren.  The book Born to Buy estimates that the average 
child watches more than 40,000 television commercials 
per year.  A survey conducted by the Center for New 
American Dream shows that children are "suffering from 
depression, anxiety, low self-esteem, and psychosomatic 
complaints such as headaches and stomachaches due to 
high levels of exposure to advertising and consumer cul-
ture." 
 
Grandparents As Caregivers program is continuing to 
build.  Judy Kennedy explained the changes which make 
it more favorable for the grandparents acting as caregivers.   
 
Gayle Stuber used a PowerPoint to illustrate the current 
revision of The Kansas Early Learning Standards,  These 
are statements describing the expectations for skills and 
knowledge that young children, ages birth through five, 
should know and be able to do as a result of participating 
in high quality early childhood programs.  This resource 
also includes "Age Pages", a good resource for parents. 
These documents are available at www.ksde.org/ De-
fault.aspx?tabid=2284 
 
Nancy Mitchell and Rachel Berroth handed out an over-
view of the Kansas/Missouri Early Childhood Directors 
Credential and spoke about their activities to reach Kansas 
providers.  This is an optional credential at this time.  Con-
tact Sharon Hixson for a copy of the document or go to the 
website http://www.mid-americaaeyc.org and check under 
"on-line resources".  KDHE plans to conduct a pilot this 
fall and is a designated credentialing agency for the Early 
Childhood Credential. 
 
 
 
 
 


Additional handouts at the meeting included the fol-
lowing: 
 
 2009 Parent Leadership Conference, October 2-3, 


2009, Topeka (Flyer) 
 The Kansas Poison Pipeline newsletter (Poison 


Help 1-800-222-1222) 
 Early Childhood Resource and Referral, 1-888-


527-8680, Cloud County Community College 
(Flyer) 


 New Findings Link the "Fade-Out" Phenomenon 
to High-Poverty Schools (article from The Early 
Ed Watch Blog) www.newamerica.net/blog/early-
ed-watch/2009/...) 


 Starting Early on Common Standards (article from 
The Early Ed Watch Blog) www.newamerica. 
net/blog/early-ed-watch/2009/...) 


 Generals:  Youths unfit for military, Retired mili-
tary leaders, Pa. lawmakers to discuss claim that 
75 percent of people 17-24 unqualified for service.  
(article from www.timesleader.com/ 
news/Generals_Youths_unfit_for_military_06-03-
2009.html) 


 Regional approach paying off for kids by Lor-
raine Dold and Teresa Rupp (article from 
www.kansas.com/opinion/v-print/story/ 
896717.html) 


 Social Reasoning and Brain Development are 
linked in Preschoolers (article from 
www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/07/0907150
74928.htm) 
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On July 30, the Coordinating 
Council on Early Childhood Deve-
lopmental Services (CCECDS) ga-


thered for a presentation by John Copenhaver focusing on 
the State Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) purpose 
and functions according to federal law and regulations. 
 
Copenhaver is the Director of the Center for Technical As-
sistance for Excellence in Special Education and Mountain 
Plains Regional Resource (TAESE/MPRRC) at Utah State 
University.  He has 35 years of experience in all aspects of 
special education and is especially noted for his work with 
advisory groups and civil rights as they relate to individu-
als with disabilities.   
 
Participants received a binder full of reference information 
related to the scope/work of the ICC; and also a book The 
Man Who Planted Trees , a story by Jean Giano.   
 
Copenhaver emphasized that "the role of the Interagency 
Coordinating Councils members is to advise and assist, 
not advocate for an individual position.  Advise means 
to inform, counsel, recommend, suggest, or guide.  The 
ICC is to provide advice based on facts and good judgment 
as well as input from the group(s) they are representing.  
Assist means to support, and, or help.  Advocate means to 
plead for your case or position, to favor an individual case 
or argument.   
 
The presentation highlighted areas of Council member-
ship, procedures, practices, functions, and duties.  This 
brought up several issues for clarification by the full coun-
cil over the next weeks.  For example, will the Council 
change its activities which are currently labeled "advoca-
cy"?   
 
The Coordinating Council met for a regular meeting at 
1:30, July 30th, at Child Start hosted by Council mem-
ber Nancy Krase.   
 
New Council members Senator Laura Kelly and Repre-
sentative Barbara Craft participated in the morning presen-
tation and the afternoon meeting.   
 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) 
distributed the flyer for the Part C Infant-Toddler Regional 


Meetings:  August 24 in Topeka; August 25 in Garden 
City; and August 26 in Newton.   
 
KDHE representatives explained the status of the State's 
preparation for the H1N1 flu and advised:  Don't panic but 
don't be dismissive.  The vaccine is being tested now.  
Vaccination target groups include pregnant women, infants 
and toddlers (6-35 months), and children from 3-18 years.  
Infants and Toddlers are in Tier 1 and contacts with infants 
(staff, parents) are in Tier 2.  If a pandemic occurs, do you 
have a COOP for your organization?  A COOP is a Con-
tinuation Of Operations Plan.  More details about the ad-
ministration of the vaccine should become available from 
your local health providers. 
 
KDHE was accepting applications through August 5th for 
a Health & Environment Planning Consultant position in 
Part C Infant-Toddler. 
 
There was discussion about the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 requirement for Main-
tenance of Effort (MOE) and whether or not categorical 
aid counts as local dollars as it is channeled through the 
Local Education Agency (LEA).   
 
The CCECDS Strategic Plan was reviewed and is still be-
ing finalized.   
 
The next meeting will be held at 1:00, Friday, August 28, 
at the SRS Learning Center, MacVicar & 2nd Street.  The 
meetings are open and any person may comment during 
the Public Forum, near the beginning of the meeting.  This 
time is set aside for remarks or observations on issues re-
lated to issues for children from birth to five years in need 
of developmental services.  
 
_________ 
 


CIF becomes the new 
lead agency for Infant 
Toddler/tiny- k services 
in Leavenworth County.   
In June, Leavenworth 


County Infant-Toddler Services became a program of Coa-
lition for Independence (CFI) called CFI Tiny-k Early 
Childhood Intervention Services.  Through this recent ad-
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ministrative transition, tiny-k clients and families in Lea-
venworth County have continued to receive quality servic-
es from the same dedicated professionals. 
  
In describing the change, Lisa Schmidt, Chair of the Lea-
venworth County ICC, said, "The Leavenworth County 
ICC is pleased to announce that the new provider for the 
tiny-k grant is Leavenworth County Infant Toddler Servic-
es, a program of the Coalition for Independence.  When 
the subcommittee of the Leavenworth County ICC re-
viewed grant applications in May of this year,  we needed 
an agency that would be able to not only fiscally support 
this grant but also had the organization to facilitate the 
requirements of this grant.  This transition has been fast.  
The families and children of Leavenworth County have not 
noticed much change because the professionals that were 
seeing the children still are."  
 
Program Coordinator Danielle Nichols and her staff have a 
combined 80 years serving children ages birth to three and 
their families.  That represents a tremendous amount of 
technical expertise, experience, and skill development.  
But talk with any of these professionals and what comes 
across first is their absolute dedication to seeing children 
learn, grow, and thrive. 
 
Danielle Nichols, LMSW, has been involved in early in-
tervention for seven years, both in family service coordina-
tion and in administration.  She was born and raised in 
Leavenworth County, and currently lives in north Leaven-
worth County with her husband and three children. 
 
Leavenworth County Infant-Toddler Services staff in-
cludes: 
 Danielle Nichols, Licensed Master Level Social 


Worker, Coordinator 
 Lillian Howell, Licensed Clinical Psychotherapist, 


Family Service Coordinator and Infant Mental Health 
Consultation Program 


 Stephanie Marks, Speech Language Pathologist 
 Patrice Ferrell, Speech Language Pathologist 
 Maureen Hernandez, Occupational Therapist Regis-


tered/Licensed 
 Kelli Chop, Occupational Therapist Regis-


tered/Licensed 
 Lori Hiebert, Early Childhood Special Educator 
 Barbara Anderson, Early Childhood Special Educator 
 Paula Burton, Early Childhood Special Educator 
 Megan Anderson, Office Support 
 Sandra Cvitanic, Family Service Coordinator/Spanish 


Interpreter 
 
Coalition for Independence (CFI) provides cross-disability 
services to people in Leavenworth, Miami, Atchison, 


Wyandotte, and Johnson Counties in Kansas and ten coun-
ties in Missouri.  As a Center for Independent Living 
(CIL), CFI’s first goal is to enable all people with disabili-
ties to live independently.  CFI provides services to indi-
viduals with physical and developmental disabilities 
throughout the life span, from birth through adulthood. All 
CFI services are about helping people to have choice and 
control in their lives and be as self-sufficient as possible.   
 
CFI services include: 
• Autism Spectrum Disorders Services, including 


speech, language and behavior therapies, training for 
individuals with ASD, their families and providers, 
and individualized crisis and intervention services, as 
well as referral services; 


• Adaptive Toy Library, featuring hundreds of adaptive 
toys for loan to toy library members; 


• Assistive Technology, including communication eval-
uations, adaptive devices, and durable medical equip-
ment; 


• Consulting and Professional Services, including edu-
cational consulting for school districts and parents, as 
well as consulting and professional development and 
services to the medical and corporate communities re-
lating to services for the physically and developmen-
tally disabled. 


• Independent Living Advocate services, including skills 
training, peer supports, advocacy, and information and 
referrals; 


• Targeted Case Management and Payroll Services 
through Home and Community-Based Services 
(HCBS) in Kansas and Consumer-Directed Services 
(CDS) in Missouri; 


• Community Integration services, to help people with 
disabilities move out of nursing homes and live inde-
pendently; 


• Representative Payee services, to support stable life 
choices for clients needing fiscal services; 


• Universal Design Housing Network and Barrier-
Removal services, to help people improve the accessi-
bility and usability of their homes, whether they be el-
derly or those with disabilities.   


 
For more information about the programs and services of 
Coalition for Independence, visit www.MyIndependence. 
org or call toll-free, 866-201-3829. 
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STALKING THE DOLLARS! 
Fund Development Planning Re-
treat, Monday and Tuesday, Octo-


ber 19 and October 20, 2009.   
 
o The Conference Center at Rolling 


Hills Wildlife Adventure, 625 N. 
Hedville Road, Salina.   


o Rolling Hills Wildlife Museum Ad-
mission Tickets can be used anytime 
on Monday and Tuesday as long as 
we keep our Museum Ticket Stubs!   


o The entire Retreat will be facilitated 
by Seth Bate and Sam Demel from 
the Center for Community Support 
and Research. 
 


See Page 2 for the details, registration and agenda of the Retreat! 
 


 
Tiny Drinks, Big Sugar.   
Many parents are drawn to the 
convenience of the small 6.75 


ounce drinks complete with a straw that can be used at 
snack or mealtime for their toddlers or pre-school age 
children.  The boxes are colorful and advertize the juice 
and vitamin content that makes them appear to be very 
healthy choices for their children.  But a closer look at the 
sugar content of these boxed drinks tells us a different sto-
ry—these drinks can contribute to tooth decay and obesity.  
 
Everyone shopping for their family must be able to calcu-
late the sugar content of foods and beverages to be an in-
formed consumer.  The most important fact to know is:  4 
grams of sugar (carbohydrate) = 1 teaspoon of sugar. 
 
A recent shopping trip to a Wichita area store provided the 
following samples of pouch or boxed fruit flavored drinks 
for the purposes of this article. 
 


Sugar Content of 6.75 ounce Flavored Drinks 
 


Item Total 
Grams Equal # of Teaspoons 


of Sugar 
Market Pantry Cooler 27 = 6.75 
Nestle Orange Tangerine 
100% Juicy Juice 


26 = 6.50 


HiC Fruit Punch 25 = 6.25 
Kool Aid Burst (Tropical 
Punch, Grape or Berry 
Blue) 


24 = 6.00 


Capri Sun Grape Tide 
100% Juice 


23 = 5.75 


Nestle Grape Juicy Juice 23 = 5.75 
Minute Maid 100% Apple 
Juice 


22 = 5.50 


 
We all know that sugar turns to acid in the presence of acid 
forming bacteria in our mouth, within seconds of inges-
tion.  The good news in all of this is that companies are 
now offering lower sugar content children’s drinks.  Some 
samples listed below have up to 25% less sugar than the 
original drinks.  
 


Sugar Content of 6.75 ounce NEW Flavored Drinks 
 


Item Total 
Grams Equal # of Teaspoons 


of Sugar 
Market Pantry Cooler 18 = 4.5 
Capri Sun 25% less sugar 18 = 4.5 
Harvest Kids: 
  # Berry Berry Good Le-


monade 
  # Goodness Grapeness 


10 = 2.5 


 
It is comforting to dental professional and parents that the 
food and beverage industry is responding to the fact that 
too much sugar in our diet is unhealthy.  Lower sugar con-
tent drinks will help everyone as we work together on be-
half of healthy cavity free kids! 
 
Written by: Kathy Trilli, RDH, BS, ECP II, Parent Educator of 
CYSHCN.  For more information, please contact Oral Health 
Kansas, 785-356-6039.   mmaanter@oralhealthkansas.org 
__________ 
 
Kathy Kersenbrock Ostmeyer is New CCECDS mem-
ber.  Kathy is a tiny-k Foundation Board member and is 
the Director of Special Education for the Northwest Kan-
sas Educational Service Center, Oakley.  Her work in-
cludes being the Coordinator for the Infant Toddler (tiny-k) 
program and also the administrator for the 3-5 (ECSE) 
program for the Northwest corner of the state. She already 
serves on the Kansas Special Education Advisory Council 
(SEAC) for the Kansas State Department of Education.  
Kathy says,  "I'm really excited about having g simultane-


Has your Network 
registered? 
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ous membership on the Coordinating Council and the 
SEAC, and look forward to the increased opportunities for 
collaboration between these two councils." 
 
Current membership for the Coordinating Council on Ear-
ly Childhood Developmental Services (CCECDS) is listed 
below.  New members are marked with an asterisk. 
 
Chairperson:  Dr. Eva Horn,  Professor of Special Edu-
cation, University of Kansas.  Coordinator:  Doug Bow-
man, 1000 SW Jackson #220, Topeka, KS  66612. 785-
296-1329.  dbowman@kdheks.gov 
 
Representative Barbara 
Craft*  


Junction 
City 


APPOINTEE FROM 
HOUSE 


Senator Laura Kelly* Topeka APPOINTEE FROM 
SENATE 


Richard Martinez  Topeka PARENT MEMBER 
Misty R Van Nostrand*  Lawrence PARENT MEMBER 


Julie Broski  Overland 
Park PARENT MEMBER 


Tiffanie Krentz  Topeka PARENT MEMBER 
Jill Bamber* Leawood PARENT MEMBER 


Dr. Leticia Holub Taylor Overland 
Park PROVIDER MEMBER 


Katherine Kersenbrock 
Ostmeyer* Oakley PROVIDER MEMBER 


Susan Carriger  Overland 
Park PROVIDER MEMBER 


Nancy Krase, Head Start 
Representative Wichita PROVIDER MEMBER 


Deb Voth Wichita PROVIDER MEMBER 
Dr. Eva Horn (Chairper-
son) Lawrence PUBLIC MEMBER 


Thomas Kohmetscher Wellington PUBLIC MEMBER 
Dr. Pamela Kay Shaw* Lawrence PUBLIC MEMBER 
Sharon Hixson Hutchinson PUBLIC MEMBER 
Tom Laing Topeka PUBLIC MEMBER 
Dr. Dale Walker* Lawrence PUBLIC MEMBER 


Dr Dave Lindeman  Parsons REPRESENTING 
BOARD OF REGENTS 


Kate Wolff Topeka REPRESENTING 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 


Commissioner Sandy 
Praeger 
(Often represented by John 
Meetz) 


Topeka 
REPRESENTING 
KANSAS INSURANCE 
DEPARTMENT 


Commissioner Alexa Pos-
ny/Alternate: Gayle Stuber Topeka 


REPRESENTING 
STATE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION 


Secretary Roderick Brem-
by/Alternate:  Carolyn Nel-
son  


Topeka REPRESENTING 
KDHE 


Cayla Wright Topeka REPRESENTING ME-
DICAID AGENCY 


Secretary Don Jor-
dan/Alternate:  Karen 
Beckerman  


Topeka REPRESENTING SRS 


 
*new members 
 


RETREAT AGENDA 
 
Monday (10/19/09) 
09:00  Gathering/Welcome/Introductions/Review of Retreat Pur-


pose.  Morning snacks and beverages available. 
09:30 Are you really ready for Fund Development? 
10:15 Break 
10:30 The Mechanics of Fund Development. 


Look at kinds of fundraising. 
Work on tiny-k plan, Part I. 


11:30 Discuss online giving & the tiny-k website. 
Noon LUNCH.  Peer Panelists invited to join us. 
01:00 Peer Panel:  Experienced “hunters” share their knowledge 


and take questions from the participants. 
 Gary Brunk, President of Kansas Action for Children 
 Cindi Unruh, Executive Director for Independent Liv-


ing Resource Center as well as Director of Develop-
ment for ILRC. 


 Melissa Anderson, Fundraising Coordinator for 
Scared Heart High School, Salina. 


02:15 Discuss sustaining a statewide organization. 
02:45 Break for a Snack and the Private, Narrated, Non-Stop 45 


minute Zoo Tram Tour. 
04:00 Practice “Asking” for fundraising this year, working in 


pairs. 
05:00 Work on tiny-k plan Part II 
05:45 Evening reading/writing assignment. 
06:00 “Ahas” and learning from the day—Questions to research 


overnight. 
06:30 DINNER and fun time. 
07:30 Departing for Super 8 (I-70 & 9th St., Salina).  Check in. 
08:30 
Op-
tion-
al 


Nightcap Hour.  Seth will lead a session back at the hotel 
offering more details related to fundraising.  This offers a 
chance for participants to continue to “debrief” and relax 
with other individuals from tiny-k programs across the 
State.  Yummy treats will be offered.   


Tuesday (10/20/09) 
 A complimentary breakfast is provided at the hotel.  


Check-out of hotel and depart for the Conference Center. 
09:00 Welcome and re-gathering.  Beverage Service will be pro-


vided. 
09:15 Practice “Asking” in groups of four.  Two rounds. 
10:00 Big Group Learning. 
10:20 Introduce timeline to the future. 
10:30 Break with Fruit Snack and Beverage Service. 
10:45 Work in Interest Groups 
11:45 Reports from groups.  Individual Planning. 
12:15 Feedback from Individual Planning. 
12:25 Thank you and summary of how the Board of Directors 


will use the work on the previous day and one-half. 
12:30 LUNCH & Adjournment 
01:30 Board of Directors gather for Board Training and other 


participants may visit the Museum (again) and/or depart 
for home. 


01:45 Review each topic area. 
02:30 Some questions for the board to grapple with. 
03:00 Next Steps:  Fleshing out and adoption of the Fund Devel-


opment Plan.  Outcomes which will be collected and re-
ported to the Compassion Kansas grant administrators.  
Who will do what by when? 


03:30 Closing observations and comments. 
To register, click here:  


https://share.acrobat.com/adc/document.do?docid=069a81
72-7698-458c-81fe-6b89e5484a83 
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Peer Panel Monday afternoon, Oc-
tober 19th--A component of the 
Fund Development Planning Re-


treat at The Conference Center at Rolling Hills Wild-
life Adventure, 625 N. Hedville Road, Salina.  Registra-
tion available online:  
https://share.acrobat.com/adc/document.do?docid=069a81
72-7698-458c-81fe-6b89e5484a83 
 
A dynamic component of the Fund Development Planning 
Retreat is the Peer Panel.  The Peer Panelists will share 
successful strategies for fund/resource development from 
their non-profit organizations in Kansas.   


 
Melissa Anderson.   Currently in her 
third year as Special Events & Devel-
opment Coordinator at Sacred Heart 
Junior-Senior High School in Salina.   
--Applied Science Degree from Hut-
chinson Community College 
--Previous work experience in New 
York and Salina includes arranging 


leisure and corporate travel, as well as operation of a 
home-based Childcare business.   
--A native of Abilene, Kansas.   
 
Gary Brunk.  President and CEO of 
Kansas Action for Children (Topeka), 
where he has worked since 1996. 
--Master's degree in Public Adminis-
tration from the University of Kansas 
--Brunk previously served as execu-
tive director of The Corporation for 
Change.   
--He has more than three decades of 
experience working in child welfare 
and community-building, and has served as a consultant to 
organizations in both the United States and Latin America.   
--He was a Kansas Health Foundation Fellow in 1999.  
 
Under Brunk's leadership, Kansas Action for Children 
has more than doubled its operating budget, signifi-
cantly grown its endowment and broadened its funding 
base. 
 
 


Cindi Unruh.  Executive Director for 
Independent Living Resource Center 
(Wichita) as well as Director of De-
velopment for ILRC, with 20 years of 
experience in fundraising.  She has a 
degree in Business Management 
 
Unruh has previously worked with 
Fundraising for:  United Methodist 


Youthville; Kidron Bethel Retirement Village; Kansas 
Humane Society; and American Heart Association. 
 
Accomplishments include:  building donor lists; sponsor-
ships; fundraising activities/events such as seasonal sales 
and festivals/fairs; one night fundraising events; Capital 
campaign ($75,000); increasing donations by 100% for the 
Kansas Humane Society; achieving 7,000 plus donors and 
over 200 sponsors for fundraising of the ILRC bringing in 
more than half a million dollars in donations.   
 
Panelists will address:   


 Fund development pitfalls they have encoun-
tered/observed; 


 Effective and/or innovative approaches to fundraising 
they have tried;  


 A discussion of the Fundraising roles (in their organi-
zations) for staff members; Board members; and other 
volunteers; 


 The parts of their organization's story which are hig-
hlighted during Fundraising; 


 Insight into the importance of state and regional organ-
izations; and 


 Questions from participants. 


Peer Panelists have been invited to join us for Monday 
lunch and the Tram Tour, "bookkending" the Peer Panel. 
__________ 
 
Sharon’s Highlights from the CCECDS August 28, 
2009.  The new Chairperson Dr. Eva Horn convened the 
State Coordinating Council meeting with introductions of 
members and visitors.  Dr. Horn recognized individuals 
who have ended their terms on the CCECDS, Dr. Linda 
Mitchell and Maria Martinez.  Maria was present to accept 
a plaque of appreciation.  Dr. Mitchell was not available 
and her plaque will be presented at a later time. 
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Tate Toedman, Education Program Consultant from 
KSDE, gave an update on the services for homeless 
children.  He distributed a 2009-2010 fact sheet of the 
Education For Homeless Children and Youth (McKinney-
Vento).  No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation re-
quires that services are extended to homeless children.  
The definition of homelessness is lengthy but refers to "in-
dividuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence…”  It goes beyond those living in cars and in 
"doubled up" situations and includes those whose primary 
nighttime residence is in a shelter for temporary accom-
modations, as well as those who due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in mo-
tels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the 
lack of alternative adequate accommodations; or are await-
ing foster care placement.  Each school district is required 
to have a Homeless Liaison.  Homeless children are eligi-
ble for free meals through USDA programs. 
 
Homeless students-- 
o May not be segregated; 
o Must be transported to and from school of origin; 
o Must be enrolled immediately; and 
o Must be placed according to the "best interest" of the 


student.   


Last year twenty-five different school districts reported the 
identification of 251 homeless three to five year olds.  Tate 
Toedman can be reached at Kansas State Department of 
Education:  ttoedman@ksde.org. 
 
Nancy Krase stated that Head Start is required to serve 
homeless children.  Carolyn Nelson added that the Part C 
2004 law requires that Part C is responsible for serving 
homeless children.   
 
Tiffany Smith Birk, Part C Coordinator, and Carol 
Ayres, 619 Coordinator, presented a summary of last 
month's presentation to the Council by Dr. John Co-
penhaver.  Tiffany and Carol coordinate services for in-
fants and toddlers with IFSPs, and three to five year olds 
with IEPs, respectively.  They distributed the State and 
Federal legislation/regulations about State Interagency 
Coordinating Councils.  Doug received a follow-up report 
from John Copenhaver which gives his perceptions regard-
ing the strengths and areas that might need improvement 
regarding the ICC in Kansas.  One of the things which Co-
penhaver said was that the function of the State Interagen-
cy Coordinating Council is to provide advice and guidance 
to the state agency for Part C--KDHE.  The Council de-
cided to postpone action related to any changes in function 
and procedures until these summary documents can be 
studied. 


 
Executive Committee for next year will be:  Chairperson-
Dr. Eva Horn; Vice-Chairperson Dr. David Lindeman; 
Past Chairperson-Richard Martinez; and two At-Large 
members, Deb Voth and Sharon Hixson.   
 
The Strategic Plan and Committee plans continue to be 
finalized.  Dr. Lindeman expressed his advice that the bulk 
of the Council's work be performed through the committee 
structure.   
 
Agency Reports 
 
KDHE circulated an article about the Impact of the Novel 
H1N1 flu on children and pregnant women.  (Available 
from www.amchp.org)  The KDHE report detailed the Re-
gional Part C meetings and the ARRA Funding (for Part 
C) for the first year.  Tiffany Smith-Birk reported that the 
ARRA funding is supporting 41 (FTE) Part C positions. 
 
Gayle Stuber gave the KSDE report.  The preliminary data 
for Parents As Teachers shows good outcomes for the 
2008-2009 year; details were included.  One hundred eigh-
ty seven (187) school districts have Four Year Old At Risk 
Programs.  The 2008-2009 Pre-K program sites will be re-
tained for the upcoming year.  Agency work has begun on 
the Annual Performance Report due to be submitted on 
February 1, 2010.   
 
The printed SRS Report was distributed.  "Kansas has 
been selected as one of five states to receive a $50,000 
DHS Circle of Parents national grant..."  "Kansas Child-
ren's Service League is the Kansas Circle of Parents state 
grantee."  The capacity of two local home visiting pro-
grams will be increased "in their support and education 
that promotes responsible parenting among expectant and 
new fathers".  Effective October 1, the child care subsidy 
program will use ARRA funding to apply "to the family 
share deductions of families receiving child care assistance 
to assist them with their out of pocket child care expenses.  
Families below 100% FPL will have zero family shares"; 
"...100-185%... will have their family shares cut by ap-
proximately 50%.     
 
Doug Bowman’s reports: 
• The drafts of the CCECDS Annual Reports for 2007-


2008 and 2008-2009 were distributed prior to this 
meeting but the Council chose to postpone action on 
the drafts until future meetings. 


• There are currently three standing committees:  Policy, 
Improving Services and Advocacy.  Council members 
and non-members are encouraged to join a committee.  
Committee work is made easier as a lot of the work is 
done by conference telephone calls.  



mailto:sue267@sunflower.com�

mailto:ttoedman@ksde.org�

http://www.amchp.org/�





 
 


Sue Scott, Editor,  sue267@sunflower.com,, (785) 218-3480 


• Monitoring of the Legislative Educational Planning 
Committee, the 2010 Commission and a few other 
groups reveals discouraging revenue numbers for May 
and June in Kansas.  Policy makers are hoping to 
avoid another round of cuts to agency budgets.  


• The Early Learning Challenge Fund provisions em-
bedded in HR 3221 will be considered by the U.S. 
House of Representatives this fall.  HR 3321 could re-
sult in ten billion dollars of funding for early child-
hood programs. 


Next meeting will be September 25, at the Topeka Public 
Library (and ITV sites).  
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