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Karl Hockenbarger sent us an article 
from Philanthropy News Digest, a 
service of the Foundation Center, 
posted on November 13, 2009, 


titled 'Everyday' Donors Edge Into the Spotlight.  Karl 
points out that Ed Henry, Herb Callison, and Karl's own 
review of the literature reinforces the importance of private 
(individual) donors in the funding blend of non-profit or-
ganizations.  Here is a short excerpt from the article.  "We 
are deluded by the attention paid to the large contribu-
tors in our country," said Wendy Smith, author of Give 
A Little:  How Your Small Donations Can Transform the 
World.  "Small checks coming through the mail are the 
bread and butter for most organizations."  Can you use 
the tiny-k DVD, the tiny-k.org website, and your local pub-
lic awareness tools to reach out to individual donors for 
small gifts under $100?   
 
A couple of ideas were posted with the article:  


1.  "I work with a food pantry in southeastern Wiscon-
sin, and we depend heavily on community support.  We 
just recently decided to mention in our newsletter a la-
dy who has contributed $10 a month every single 
month for the past 10 years.  A lot of thought and heart 
go into those donations and they should be praised."   
2. {From another reader} "One of the non-profits I 
work with just ran a newsletter article spotlighting a 
small giver who gives $25 to $50 a month--every 
month for the past 10 years.  We're hoping it will entice 
others to do the same.  Every dollar counts!" 


 
Here is the link for the article:  
http://www.foundationcenter.org/pnd/news/story.jhtml;jses
sio-
nid=EI4TMYASGX5EVLAQBQ4CGW15AAAACI2F?id
=273500025 
 ________ 
 
Child Care and Early Education Advisory Committee 
Meeting.  The next statewide quarterly Child Care and 
Early Education Advisory Committee meeting will be Jan-
uary 28 in Topeka at the SRS Learning Center.  These are 
very informative meetings.  (Ask Sharon for more infor-
mation.) 
__________ 
 


Early Learning Day Thursday, February 4, 2010.  Con-
tact the Kansas Coalition for School Readiness at 785-232-
0550 or info@kansasschoolreadiness.org    
__________ 
 
Community Foundations Continued.  Svetlana Pushka-
reva Hutfles, Executive Director of the Kansas Association 
of Community Foundations sent a couple more facts for 
us.  There are nearly 80 Community Foundations in Kan-
sas, 48 of them are members of the Kansas Association of 
Community Foundations.  She can be reached at hut-
fles@kansascfs.org. 
__________ 
 
Mainstream, Inc. presents Crisis Prevention and Inter-
vention on Thursday, January 28, 2010.  The workshop 
will be held at the Courtyard by Marriott in Topeka.  Six 
contact hours approved for Social Work CEUs.  For more 
information contact Training Coordinator at Mainstream or 
check website at www.mainstreaminc.net.   
__________ 
 
The 2010 State legislature session convenes next week 
in Topeka.  You may use the following resources to reach 
your legislators. 
• Online:  www.kslegislature.org for information about 


legislators, committee assignments, proposed and 
adopted bills, and daily journals for the Senate and 
House. 


• Phone:  The toll-free legislative Hotline, (800) 432-
3924, operates during the session.  Individual phone 
numbers for legislators' offices are being determined 
and will be available soon.   


• E-mail:  Members have email addresses which follow 
this pattern:  first name/dot/last name at senate.ks.gov 
or house.ks.gov, depending on whether they are a 
House member or a Senate member, such as 
john.doe@house.ks.gov OR john.doe@senate.ks.gov. 


• Regular mail:  State Capitol, 300 S.W. 10th Ave., To-
peka, KS  66612. 
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Update from Early Learning Ad-
vocacy Council (ELAC), January 
11, 2010.  Hovering over the ELAC 
members was the recognition that 


Monday was a significant day for anyone who follows the 
State legislative action in Topeka.  The House and Senate 
officially opened their 2010 legislative session.  Members 
were anticipating the Governor's address during which he 
outlined his budget (proposal) for the State fiscal year 
2010-2011.  (The Governor's FY2011 Budget report and 
related documents can be viewed at http://budget.ks.gov/ 
gbr.htm.)  
 
Karen Cochran has taken the position of Executive Direc-
tor of the Coalition for School Readiness (KCSR).   
 
Early Learning Day is less than a month away, Thursday, 
February 4.  Register soon at www.KansasSchool Readi-
ness.org as there is a limit on the number of participants 
due to space availability. A special feature this year will be 
the provision of Trolley transportation, making it possible 
for advocates to park at the Capitol Plaza/Maner Confe-
rence Center area.  Parking near the Capitol can be very 
difficult during the legislative session.   
 
Protecting the Children's Initiatives Fund (CIF) is the 
number one priority of the KCSR/ELAC.  An attempt is 
being made to make a fact sheet available listing all the 
programs being funded by the CIF.  Many of the early 
childhood programs in Kansas are included:  tiny-k, Par-
ents As Teachers, Early Head Start, Pre-K programs, and 
more.  
  
It is a consensus among ELAC members that EC programs 
can all be more successful in fighting the critical, if not 
fatal, cuts by staying together and not throwing any EC 
program "under the bus."  Talking points in support of the 
CIF:  The State made a commitment to use the CIF ("To-
bacco Dollars") for early childhood programs in Kansas; 
and Economic Development begins at birth.  Kansas' allo-
cation of Tobacco Dollars will not increase in amount this 
year so it is extremely important to protect the current 
funding of early childhood programs through the CIF.  
With the dire budget situation, the CIF may be a tempting 
target for purposes which are not related to early childhood 


even though the commitment to spend it on EC programs 
was made when the CIF was established. 
 
Another advocacy priority is Inspect The Rest for in-
creased oversight of child care facilities in the State, in-
cluding those currently categorized as "Registered" as op-
posed to licensed.   
 
The agenda included a discussion/presentation of each 
member organization's priority issues.  Besides the two 
above-mentioned priorities, we were informed by our EC 
partners of the importance of the following: 
 Federal legislation, e.g. the Child Care Block Grant.  
 Recommendations made by the BEST team including 


a requirement for more professional development for 
child care providers.   


 School funding to make it possible for more local 
school districts to provide the local match for Parents 
As Teachers.   


 Insurance coverage of therapy and treatment of autism.   
 Federal funding for Head Start. 
 Kansas Action for Children (KAC) supports Health-


Wave; authorizing the collection and analysis of in-
formation about infant deaths in Kansas; professional 
development for Kansas teachers teaching consumer 
finance issues/ "financial literacy" to school-aged 
children; and adding the State's Tax Expenditure Re-
port to the KanView web site accessible to citizens.  
The report details indirect spending made by the State 
through tax exemptions and credits 


The tiny-k Foundation Board of Directors guided the de-
velopment of this list of priorities which I reported at 
ELAC: 
 
 Prevention of further erosion in the funding per 


child for early intervention services for infants and 
toddlers with developmental delays or disabilities. 


 Including  the following: 
o Maintenance of the Children's Initiative 


Fund (CIF) which includes the State Fund-
ing for tiny-k, and  
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o Maintenance of the Early Childhood 
Block Grant which is providing some 
funding for tiny-k programs/tiny-k servic-
es.   


o It is also noted that reductions in the Spe-
cial Education categorical aid adversely 
affects tiny-k Networks. 


The Kansas Children's Service League will have Period of 
Purple Crying DVDs available later this spring.  It con-
cerns shaken baby syndrome. 
 
ELAC will meet again February 8. 
__________ 
 
Please join individuals from early childhood programs 
across the State for  ̶ 


 
Early Learning Day 


Thursday, February 4, 2010 
8:00 AM to 2 PM 


Maner Conference Center (17th & Topeka Blvd.) 
Topeka, Kansas 


 
Visit www.KansasSchoolReadiness.org or call 785-232-
0550 to register.  An optional web-based training will be 
offered the week before with talking points and tips, assis-
tance making the legislative appointment and opportunities 
to join other early learning advocates from your area for a 
group appointment. 
 
__________ 
 
Coordinating Council on Early Childhood Develop-
mental Services (CCECDS) Public Awareness Commit-
tee, Monday, January 11, 2010. 
 


 
SAVE THE DATE FOR  


tiny-k Day       
Wednesday, March 10, 2010 


 
 
Tiny-k Day begins at 8:30 AM in a room in Curtis Office 
Building, across from the Capitol.  A twenty minute kick-
off will allow you to make 9:00 appointments with your 
legislators.  A lunch option will be available.  The head-
quarters will be open all day.  More details later. 
 


Additionally the Public Awareness Committee discussed 
the goal of providing Parent Leadership Training.  Doug 
Bowman will seek input from tiny-k Coordinators during 
the next Coordinators meeting.  We will use this informa-
tion to move forward.  In addition to participation in the 
current statewide Parent Leadership Training (Fall), the 
committee is considering a possible pilot of an additional 
Parent Leadership Training event to be offered for an indi-
vidual community or for a regional community.   
 
The next meeting of the CCECDS Public Awareness 
Committee is Monday, February 8, 2010, at 3:00 PM   It is 
easy to join us by phone.  Check with Doug Bowman for 
the magic numbers. 
 
__________ 
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SRS Child Care and Early Educa-
tion Advisory Council, January 28, 
2010.  SRS Economic and Employ-
ment Support Report:  Bobbi Maria-


ni reported that Low Income Energy Assistance Program 
(LIEAP) applications may be submitted online and a toll 
free phone line is provided for the purpose of requesting a 
paper application.  Go to www.ks-energy-assistance.com 
 or/and (866) 44 LIEAP.   Application will be accepted 
through March 31, 2010. 
 
Doug Bowman reviewed the highlights of the recent ac-
tions of the 2010 legislature:  Senate passed Rescission 
Bill; bills which have been introduced related to child care 
inspection and supervision; and discussions of the possibil-
ity of additional sales tax and tobacco tax.  Doug relayed 
the message which the Governor personally gave to the 
Children's Cabinet--cuts to the Children's Initiative Fund 
(CIF) will have to be made if revenue is not enhanced or if 
other cuts are not made. 
 
Chuck Smith gave an hour-long summary of his work on 
"Developing a Conscience in Young Children" 
http://www.raisingcourageouskids.com.  For inspiring pro-
files of heroes go to www.carnegiehero.org. 
 
Jeanine Schieferecke spoke about the KATCH Project, a 
HRSA grant to fund additional outreach and a new eligi-
bility system for the Children's Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP).  "The KATCH project includes funding for 12 out 
stationed workers and a supervisor...They will be able to 
do eligibility determinations on site ...[and] outreach activ-
ities in the surrounding areas...KHPA plans on expanding 
our [the] network of presumptive eligibility sites…‘ allow-
ing non-state staff ’ to do an initial ‘presumptive’ determi-
nation of eligibility for children and pregnant women in 
order to begin providing coverage right away...KHPA also 
plans on placing computer and scanning equipment in up 
to 250 public locations around the state...[and] the online 
application will be available".   
 
Leadell Ediger, Kansas Association of Child Care Re-
source and Referral Agencies (KACCRRA), told the group 
that KACCRRA will soon be called Child Care Aware of 
Kansas, with no acronym.  She spoke of the professional 
development offered by the National organization, 


NACCRRA.  Forty hours of pre-service training will be 
available.   
 
Deb Crowl, Kansas Association for the Education of 
Young Children (KAEYC), spoke of the (Child Care) Di-
rectors credential which has been designed with Missouri.  
It is voluntary. 
 
Tammie Benham from KPIRC gave information about the 
Early Childhood PTA Conference Saturday, February 20, 
in Shawnee Mission.  Participants will not be charged reg-
istration.  Email kansaspta@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.  Did you think PTA is only for families of school-
aged children?  Learn more at the first Kansas Parents 
Teachers Association for Early Childhood Conference- 
Saturday, February 20th, 9:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. at the In-
dian Creek Technology Center, 4401 West 103rd Street, 
Shawnee Mission, KS  66207.  No charge for registration. 
 
Fatherhood Coalition information can be found at 
www.KSFatherhood.org. 
 
Marie Treichel of ERC Resource & Referral said their or-
ganization has an educational DVD about safe sleeping 
procedures for children.  For more information see 
www.ercrefer.org  or contact staff members there. 
 
Kayzy Bigler reported on the many activities of Families 
Together using a power point presentation and many bro-
chures.  See www.familiestogetherinc.org  for upcoming 
workshops near you. 
 
Bethann Smith reported about the Kansas State Based 
Training and Technical Assistance.  Interested?  She can 
be reached at BSmith5@ICFI.com. 
 
A handout provided by the Kansas Head Start Association 
reports that 28 Head Start programs serve 86 counties and 
16 Early Head Start programs serve 50 counties.  These 
programs serve over 9,000 children from birth through age 
five and their families. 
 
Tate Toedman, KSDE, spoke about the facts related to the 
Education for Homeless Children and Youth (McKinney-
Vento legislation).  He pointed out that families may not 
see themselves as "homeless" even though they meet the 
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definition of homeless in Kansas.  Families which are 
"doubled up" and/or in transition may meet the eligibility, 
which qualifies a student for free school meal benefits. 
 
Gayle Stuber of KSDE distributed a handout "Social Emo-
tional Development Birth to Age Five" based on the Kan-
sas Early Learning Document.   
 
Cheryl White and Brandy Batron, Kansas Department of 
Commerce, described the Kansas Works program and the 
Work Ready Certificate.  A map of Workforce Centers 
shows five regions with multiple Workforce Centers offer-
ing Resume writing assistance, Skill assessments, and 
Training opportunities.  Worker training and assessment 
follows a specific curriculum awarding participants a cer-
tificate documenting their work skills.  For more informa-
tion go to www.kansasjoblink.com and click on Kansas 
WORKReady! or call 1-800-255-2458.  Related informa-
tion can be found at www.kansascommerce.com  and 785-
296-0607.   
__________ 
 
Early Learning Day (ELC), was February 4, 2010.  Ap-
proximately 200 advocates spread out through the Stateh-
ouse and the Docking Annex to personally contact State 
legislators with the Early Learning Day message and 
bagged cookies representing the teddy bear in the Inspect 
the Rest campaign.  I (Sharon) called on Representative 
Jan Pauls, Representative Joe Seiwert, and Senator Terry 
Bruce asking them to protect the Children's Initiative Fund 
which contains tiny-k funding and carried the message of 
the "Inspect the Rest" campaign.  I have a powerpoint 
handout "Advocacy in Your Community:  Taking It 
Home" from Jennifer Schmidt of Food for Thought Com-
munications and will make it available to any of you who 
request it at URLearning@AOL.com . 
 
The luncheon speaker was Matt Miller, an author, column-
ist and radio host.  An article reporting his speech can be 
found at www.khi.org news service "Commentator warns 
against gridlock".   
 
Color copies of the tiny-k funding pie chart were made 
available for participants in Early Learning Day.  At the 
end of the day, 32 pie chart handouts had been distributed 
to fellow advocates and 3 copies were distributed to legis-
lators.  (See page 3.) 
__________ 
 
 
Tiny-k Day will be held Wednesday, March 10, one 
month from today.  Mark your calendars today.  Further 
information will be coming from Doug Bowman, 


CCECDS.  Plan on attending with a family from your pro-
gram!  It will be a day well spent! 


 
Tiny-k Advocacy kits will 
be available for a nominal 
charge of $15.00 each.  
This will include five (5) 
3-inch buttons and five lit-
tle blue wooden letters in 
a "k" shape ("tiny-k") for 


the cost of $15.00.  For no extra charge, the kit will be de-
livered to you at the tiny-k Day headquarters on March 10.  
If you want the Advocacy Kit mailed/shipped to you, the 
mailing/shipping cost will be added to the $15.00 charge.  
 
 A minimum order must total 50 buttons so orders for 
TEN advocacy kits are needed BY FRIDAY, FEBRU-
ARY 19 or the offer will be withdrawn.        Email today 
with your order or for more information:  Contact Sharon 
at URLearning@AOL.com. 
 
__________ 
 
The Kansas Lions Sight Foundation (KLSF) is conducting 
a survey to learn more about which Kansas tiny-k Early In-
tervention Service programs have or do not have a Sure-
Sight Vision Screener.  Please complete the Survey Mon-
key at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/98HHFQ5 to as-
sist the KLSF in making decisions about future purchases. 
 Please respond by February 12, 2010.  For more infor-
mation about the SureSight Vision Screener go to: 
 http://www.preventblindness.org/tristate/suresight.html
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